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The GSMA, one of the Market Representation Partners of 3GPP, have an established group that focuses on “3GPP Operator Coordination” activities.  The scope of this group is to coordinate Operator viewpoints in a collaborative manner, to offer market advice to 3GPP and to bring into 3GPP a consensus view of Operator market requirements (e.g., services, features and functionality) falling within the 3GPP scope. This group regularly meets during the 3GPP Plenary week and exchanges views throughout the year.  

The SA Chairman has initiated a System Wide Release 16 prioritisation exercise within the SA#80 agenda as follows:
Contributions to SA#80 are invited for Agenda Item 5.2 so that SA may determine a consensus view regarding focus areas for release 16 that need to be discussed by RAN and SA jointly. Specifically, SA will strive to identify and agree to the most essential system-level focus areas (with impacts both on RAN and non-RAN aspects of the system) to include in Release 16. This will enable a joint decision between RAN and SA on the focus areas of the release, with an understanding and agreement on 
· cross-TSG commitments of resources
· schedule objectives
· justification for the selection

The GSMA “3GPP Operator Coordination” group would like to provide a collaborative viewpoint from the Operator community as part of this exercise towards SA#80.
Discussion
The GSMA “3GPP Operator Coordination Group” has followed the guidance, and format, from the SA Chairman and polled its members as to prioritisation of activities for 3GPP Release 16 – based on the list that the SA Chairman generated on the 30th May.  
Operators were requested to indicate their top 5 prioritised items and their top 5 “nice to have” items. 
The results have been collated and anonymised and are shown below:-
[image: ]
Table 1:  Results of Priority features
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Table 2:  Results of “Nice to Have” features
The prioritisation indicated in the tables above refers to the specification of the full feature. Where work on a feature needs to be carried out by multiple groups spanning across one or more TSG’s, it is expected that the same level of priority is applied to all the subdivisions of the feature (building blocks).   
Summary
From the results gathered the members conclude that the main system wide focus areas for Release 16 can be summarised as:
· 5G System Completion (e.g. aspects of FS_CIoT_5G, FS_5WWC, FS_eV2XARC, FS_eNS, etc)
· 5G System Enhancements (e.g FS_eSBA, FS_eNA, FS_eNS, etc.)
· 5G to Support New Capabilities Addressing Vertical Markets (e.g. FS_5G_URLLC, FS_Vertical_LAN, FS_eV2XARC, etc.)
The members concluded that stabilisation of Release15 specifications is of equal importance to development of new features. Hence it is noted that working groups need to assign sufficient time to maintenance of Release 15. 
The members concluded that where any high-priority market needs are identified within the release, there should be flexibility to consider resultant work items within Release 16.
Additional Information
The GSMA “3GPP Operator Coordination” group would like to inform 3GPP that the primary goal of this exercise has been to provide an indication of the desired Operators prioritisation of work within Release 16, in relation to the focus on commercial deployments.  It has not included additional levels of granularity related to:
· Current percentage of completion of individual work/study items within SA1 and SA2 – or indeed the impact on other 3GPP Working Groups (i.e. Protocol, Security impacts, Service impacts, etc.).
· Any estimated time budget required to complete the specific item within any specific 3GPP Working Group within Release 16
· Projected timeframe for completion of the feature within all 3GPP Working Groups within 3GPP Release 16.
· Number of supporting companies for individual items

The GSMA “3GPP Operator Coordination” group believes that the content planning of 3GPP releases should be tightly bound towards the commercial deployments of networks and the market requirements that drive them.

The management of the resources needed to standardise these market requirements should be coordinated by 3GPP Plenaries as a whole, and by the individual working groups that are impacted.  

GSMA, as a Market Representation Partners of 3GPP, are happy to contribute further with 3GPP to achieve this goal.
Action to 3GPP SA Plenary:
The GSMA 3GPP Operator Coordination Group requests 3GPP to take this information into account during discussions of system wide prioritisation of Release 16 work.
1 Next meetings
TBD
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